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Estate/Personal Life Planning 
for Persons with Disabilities
Presentation by Frank Varvaris
February 26, 2009 • 6:30 PM
Grant Wood AEA 
1120 33rd Ave. SW • Room 214
Cedar Rapids, IA

Topics Covered:
•	 Developing a Plan for the Future
•	 Making Decisions in Advance
•	 Creating a Written Format for Your Child 
	 – Letter of Intent
•	 Safeguarding Money for Your Son or Daughter 
  	 Determining how much Money to leave Him or Her 
•	 Maintaining Eligibility for Government Benefits
•	 SSI/SSDI/Medicaid (Title 19)
•	 Maximizing Entitlements
•	 Waiver Services
•	 Legal Work  
•	 Wills
•	 Special Needs Trusts
•	 Testamentary and Inter Vivos Trusts
•	 Revocable vs. Irrevocable
•	 Calculating Trust Size
•	 Avoiding Family Conflict
•	 Eliminating Future Problems for Your Child
•	 Providing for Dignified Final Arrangements
And More…

Sponsored by PEP
For more information or to register for the class
please call (319) 399-6702, (registration is not an 
absolute necessity but it will help us have enough 
materials for everyone).

Grant Wood Area Education Agency (GWAEA)
Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of 
color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you 
believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 1-800-332-
8488 or TDD 319-399-6766, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
February 26, 2009

PEP
NEWS
BULLETIN
Spring 2009



U
P

C
O

M
IN

G
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P

Parent Educator Partnership (PEP)
The PEP Bulletin is published by the Parent Educator Partnership (PEP) of Grant Wood Area 
Education Agency; 4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 • 1-800-332-8488  TDD:  399-
6766 (Cedar Rapids), 358-6299 (Coralville)  Design & Layout by: Grant Wood AEA Graphics 
Department Editors: The Parent Educator Partnership Staff

The Why, What and How of 
School, Family & Community 
Partnerships
Presentation by Karen Mapp, Ed.D.
March 9, 2009 • 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
St. Pius Parish Hall
4949 Council St. NE
Cedar Rapids, IA

Description:
The purpose of this presentation is to provide informa-
tion about what we know, given the current research, 
about the link between family and community engage-
ment in support of learning and student achievement.  
The presentation will also provide specific strategies 
and resources about how to engage families in pro-
grams that support students’ learnings.  The presenta-
tion will summarize the research findings and recom-
mendations from the 2002 Southwest Educational 
Development Laboratory publication, A New Wave of 
Evidence: The Impact of School, Family and Commu-
nity Connections on Student Learning, written by Anne 
Henderson and Karen L. Mapp and highlight “best 
practice” strategies featured in the 2007 publication, 
Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family 
School Partnerships, written by Anne Henderson, 
Karen L. Mapp, Vivian Johnson, and Don Davies.

Karen Mapp, Ed.D. is a lecturer 
on education at Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 
Her research and expertise is in 
the areas of educational leader-
ship and educational partner-
ships among schools, families, 
and community members. Before 
joining Harvard, Dr. Mapp served 

for 18 months as the interim deputy superintendent 
of Family and Community Engagement for the 
Boston Public Schools. She was also president of the 
Institute for Responsive Education (IRE), a research, 
policy, and advocacy organization that conducts 
research on and advocates for effective school, 
family, and community partnerships that support the 
educational development of children. Karen holds a 
doctorate and master’s of education from Harvard in 
Administration, Planning, and Social Policy. In 1997, 
she was awarded a Spencer Dissertation Fellowship 
for her research on how and why families are involved 
in their children’s educational development. She is the 
author of Making the Connection between Families 
and Schools and Having Their Say: Parents Describe 
How and Why They Are Engaged in Their Children’s 
Learning. She also coauthored with Anne Henderson 
A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of School, 
Family and Community Connections on Student 
Achievement (2002).

Target Audience: 
Educators, Community Members, Parents

Registration Information:
To register for session 9279-08-01, 
register electronically through the Professional 
Development section of the Grant Wood AEA 
website www.aea10.k12.ia.us.

Registration Fee: $60.00

For more information, contact Kathy Dulle at 
319-399-6517 or 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517 
or E-mail: kdulle@gwaea.org. 

Grant Wood Area Education Agency (GWAEA)
Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of 
color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you 
believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 1-800-332-
8488 or TDD 319-399-6766, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
March 9, 2009
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https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us
mailto:kdulle@gwaea.org
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Grant Wood Area Education Agency (GWAEA)
Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of 
color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
April 24-25, 2009
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Recycle Mobility Equipment 
with the All Iowa Wheels for 
the World Drive
April 24-25, 2009

Manual wheelchairs, walkers, jogging strollers, 
crutches and canes will be collected from your 
area April 24-25, 2009.  This equipment will 
give the miracle of mobility to a person with a 
disability in a country that does not have the 
resources we have in the United States. 

The equipment will be collected at sites located 
in each sector of the state by Wheels for 
the World volunteers. The locations of these 
collection sites can be found at http://web.sau.
edu/pt/wftw/. 

The equipment will then be brought to a central 
location, loaded onto a truck donated by 
Wal-Mart, and taken to a correctional facility 
in Kansas where the inmates will refurbish 
it.  From there the equipment is shipped to 
countries in Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and 
South America and distributed to families 
who have no other way of obtaining mobility 
equipment.

Questions may be directed to Jan Lamm 
(jlhlamm@yahoo.com), Patsy Lawton 
(bplawton@mchsi.com), or Lisa Zimmerman 
(dlzimm@netins.net).

http://web.sau.edu/pt/wftw/
http://web.sau.edu/pt/wftw/
mailto:jlhlamm@yahoo.com
mailto:bplawton@mchsi.com
mailto:dlzimm@netins.net


What is the Grant Wood AEA 
PEP Program?
•	 PEP is a program that helps in building partner- 
	 ships with parents and educators to ensure the  
	 best outcomes for their children.  

•	 It is a statewide program supported by Area  
	 Education Agencies with state and federal funds  
	 since 1985.

•	 Our PEP is a staff of five: two parents of children  
	 with special needs, an educator, secretary, and  
	 receptionist.

Professional Development
Opportunities Open to Parents 
www.aea10.k12.ia.us/schcomplan/pep/pepprofdev.html

The workshops that appear in bold at the above 
link have five scholarships for parents to attend for a 
reduced fee of $25 available on a first come, first serve 
basis. Call Connie Russell at 319-399-6767, to find out 
if scholarships are available.  

For more information about each workshop, visit 
Grant Wood AEA’s website and click on Professional 
Development or call the PEP Program at 319-399-
6702.
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? Why would someone call PEP?

 Parents: We have information on...
• 	How to prepare for your child’s next IFSP 
	 or IEP meeting 
• 	Parent/student rights and responsibilities 
• 	Transition 
• 	Information on services and support groups 
• 	Workshops and conferences 
• 	Resources available to check out
• 	Another parent to talk with 
 
Educators and School Administrators: 
We have information on... 
• 	Conferences, support groups, workshops 
	 or newsletters
• 	Someone to work with or support a parent 
• 	Resources on specific disabilities or  
	 disability awareness and understanding 
• 	Brochures regarding PEP, Parent Rights, 
	 and tools to prepare for IEP meetings
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Stop by the Grant Wood AEA PEP Office, 1120 33rd Ave. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
1-800-332-8488

Sara Kane
Parent Partner

399-6702

Susan Curtland
Asst. Parent Partner

399-6807

Liz Hooley
Educator Partner

399-6719

Linda Elliott
Secretary
399-6746

Jennie Davis
Receptionist
399-6816

How do I reach one of the PEP staff?  

file:///Users/vhill/Desktop/www.aea10.k12.ia.us/schcomplan/pep/pepprofdev.html
mailto:crussell@gwaea.org
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
mailto:skane@gwaea.org
mailto:scurtland@gwaea.org
mailto:lhooley@gwaea.org
mailto:lelliott@gwaea.org
mailto:jdavis@gwaea.org

