Support for Accommodations Request 

Students who receive special education services under IDEA in high school must request accommodations at college under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  

Background

As students who received special education services attempted to transition to a higher education environment, many were required to provide a diagnosis of disability, typically not available from secondary school records.  Different information was requested from different institutions of higher education, and there was no consistency regarding what constituted sufficient documentation for determination of eligibility among college and university disability support services coordinators.

To address these challenges the Iowa Department of Education initiated a multiagency work group in 2002 including secondary special education teachers, area education agency transition coordinators, higher education disability support services coordinators from 2 and4-year community, private and regents institutions.  Through that work, the Support for Accommodations Request (SAR) form was developed, field-tested and distributed for use.

What is the SAR?

The Support for Accommodations Request form (SAR) is a document, completed by high school special education teachers or guidance counselors with the student.  A completed SAR provides basic information pertinent for any institute of higher education considering eligibility and appropriate accommodations for the college setting.   

Why is it important?

Benefits to the student

· Supports self-advocacy and ability to articulate his/her needs

· Identifies student’s strengths and needs

· Contributes to the student’s sense of personal control

· Supports communication between the student and the DSS office

Benefits to high school staff

· Consistent format to provide information to institutes of higher education

· Satisfies IDEA requirements for summary of performance at exit (Summary for Post secondary Living, Learning and Working)
· Contributes to quality and relevancy of information that benefits students 

· Easily accessible, electronic format

Benefits to institutes of higher education

· Consistent format to provide basic information 

· Contributes to quality and relevancy of information that benefits students 

· Supports communication between the student and the DSS office

· Easily accessible, electronic format

September 2009.  Iowa Higher Education Transition Initiative, Iowa Department of Education in Collaboration with Iowa Institutes of Higher Education, Area Education Agencies and High Schools.  For more information contact Barbara.Guy@iowa.gov. 


