	Student Rights and Responsibilities 

in Special Education

(upon reaching the age of majority)

	· Rights

· I have the right to know what my disability is and how it affects my ability to learn and live independently.

· I have the right to be provided information regarding assessment, services and the Individualized Education Program (IEP).

· I have the right to receive invitations to attend and participate in my IEP meeting.

· I have the right to make my own decisions about my special education program.

· I have the right to have individuals who understand my disability serve on my IEP team.

· I have the right to accept or refuse services.

· I have the right to give permission for testing or changing my program.

· I have the right to review my educational records.

· I have the right to disagree with my IEP and to receive help in writing a complaint, requesting mediation or a due process hearing.
· I have the right to ask my parents to act as my decision-making representative in regard to my IEP. However, if I choose NOT to involve my parents, they maintain the right to be notified in regard to my IEP and have the right to agree or disagree with any recommendations or changes in the program.
	· Responsibilities

· It is my responsibility to learn about my disability and advocate for my needs.
· It is my responsibility to ask questions until I understand.

· It is my responsibility to attend all of my IEP meetings, and actively participate in the transition planning that will help prepare me for adult life.

· It is my responsibility to invite people to my IEP meeting who know me and understand my disability.
· It is my responsibility to understand that developing an IEP is a collaborative process that involves a variety of team members, and that I need to be a cooperative member of that team.

· It is my responsibility to understand that refusing services may affect my educational program.
· It is my responsibility to provide information about my preferences, interests and strengths to my teachers and adult agency providers, so they can help find appropriate programs and services.

· It is my responsibility to follow through with any activities I have agreed to do as part of my IEP.



	This is a very brief summary of your rights.  In order to assure that you have a full explanation of your rights you are to receive a copy of the Procedural Safeguards Manual for Parents (Parental Rights in Special Education) at least one time each school year.


	[image: image1.png]



	Iowa’s Loess Hills Area Education Agency 13 would like to acknowledge the Montana Office of Public Instruction for allowing us to use their materials in this transition effort.


